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Wright reaches state finals for academically-gifted Mats wrestling team

By Karl Buscheck

Skyler Wright in his state match against Dillon Cravens, #5 Central Section Senior from Bakersfield

t was during Skyler Wright’s sophomore season that Jose

Herrera, the head coach of the Miramonte wrestling pro-
gram, began to grasp just how talented a wrestler he had in
his midst.

That spring, Wright, who started working out in the
weight room as a fifth grader and wrestling as an eighth
grader at Orinda Intermediate School, secured an NCS spot
and went onto topple the No. 3 seed in the tournament.

“From the very first sight ... (I could tell) he was just a
fanatic,” Herrera recalled of the senior star, who took off in
the spring of 2015 when he learned to master the technical
side of the sport.

This spring, Wright anchored a Mats team that not only
claimed third place at NCS, but that was also the most aca-
demically successful in the region. Miramonte posted the
highest GPA for any team with at least seven wrestlers on the
roster, making the program the NCS CIF Scholastic Cham-
pionship Team for 2016-2017.

The feat impressed, but didn’t surprise the head coach.

“I’'m extremely proud,” Herrera said. “But again, being
in this community that I’'m in as a coach, that’s kind of the
standard and almost the expectation of every student to kind
of overachieve and anything but the highest (level) is unac-
ceptable.”

At the NCS meet, held on Feb. 24 and Feb. 25, Wright
placed in second in the 152-weight class, earning an auto-
matic bid to the state finals.

“He was one of the top 32 wrestlers in that weight class
in the state of California,” Herrera said. “And the state of
California has over 1,000 wrestling programs, so he’s con-
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sidered in the top two, three percent of athletes in the state.”

At the state championship — hosted at Rabobank Arena in
Bakersfield on March 3 and March 4 — Wright advanced to
the second round of the competition before exiting the tour-
nament. Wright took down Dillon Cravens of Bakersfield —
the No. 5 overall wrestler in the Central Section — before
losing to Ed Bilezekchian of Santa Ana in his second match.

The loss brought an end to Wright’s wrestling tenure with
the Mats and also capped his second consecutive season in
which he’d been the top 152-pound athlete in the the league.
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Wright grapples Heritage in his qualifying match at NCS.

When asked to explain Wright’s success with Miramon-
te, Herrera pointed to the standout’s relentless motor.

“His hard work, his dedication and ultimately his internal
drive and motivation to not let his family and friends down,”
Herrera said. “The guy has a heart of gold. So, part of his mo-
tivation is not to let anyone down in any way shape or form.
And that translates to school work, wrestling and everything
he does. He’s just that kind of special guy.”

With Wright’s high school career complete, his next step
will be to compete at the junior college level before eventu-
ally transitioning to a four-year program. Herrera said that
while Wright has drawn interest from colleges, the junior-
college path is the best option for the back-to-back league
champ.

“The sky’s the limit,” Herrera said. “No pun intended.”
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Computer Service

Ragtime Music, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, and Klezmer Music for your
club or private party Single act or
band. Eliot Kenin 800-965-1302
eliotkenin29@gmail.com

+ WINDOWS TUTORING
« HARDWARE UPGRADES

Music Lessons

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,

i roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

o encng l  Construction |

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar

All levels welcome!

L nsurance

prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.

Over 100 top carriers = great pricing

and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call

Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Drainage Systems,
French Drains
925-930-8123. CALic#417323

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

JB Fence Company

Since 1990. Horizontal fences
our specialty. Retaining walls.
Gates. Lic. #675223 (510)339-6371

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com






